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“ The Play’s the thing.”—Ask for Thomas's Observer. 
COVENT GARDEN THEATRE. 

London Assurance, and The Critic, were played together yesterday 
evening. 





ENGLISH OPERA HOUSE. 

Lasr night this Theatre was very thinly attended, the performances 
consisted of Keolanthe, and Betly. The latter piece will be withdrawn 
next week. 

A one act Burletta is in rehearsal here, and G. Macfarren’s Opera will 
be brought out immediately after Easter. 

Alarming Illness of Mr. Yates—lt is with unfeigned regret that we 
inform our readers of the very dangerous position of this gentleman from 
the bursting of a blood vessel, He has been confined to his house at 
Brompton since Tuesday evening, but the answer to our enquiries last 
night was that “ Mr. Yates is much better,” so that we are not without 
hopes of again welcoming this gentleman’s return to that profession of 
which he is so usefula member. Mr. Hall has taken the part of Dar- 
court, in Agnes St. Aubin, during Mr. Yates’s secession. 

Reports.—lIt is said that Willis Jones, in conjunction with Wilkinson, 
has taken ha/f the proprietorship of the Surrey. Davidge, who retires on 
the score of illnees, will however, retain the other halfas an annuity. The 
Olympic season, under George Wild, is to commence on Easter Monday. 
Osbaldiston has taken the Victoria, Mr. Ratcliffe, its late lessee, retiring 
from the arduous duties of manager. Saville, we hear, is engaged. 

We learn that proceedings have been instituted against Mr. H. Phillips, 
for the non-fulfilment of his engagement on the opening night of the 
English Opera House. 

Mr. Serle is delivering, on Wednesday evenings, at the City of London 
institution, in Aldersgate Street, a series of Dramatic Lectures on the 
History of France, during the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries. As 
a lecturer, Mr. Serle displays sound judgment and ability. 

Playing of old.—The probability certainly is, that Alleyn never per- 
formed in any of Shakspeare’s Plays; but in our present state of infor- 
mation it is impossible to speak at all decisively upon the point. The 
“ Leir,” the “ Romeo,” the “ Henry VIIT,” the “Moore in Venis,” 
and the “ Pericles” of the inventory, may have been the Lear, Romeo, 
Henry VIII, Othello, and Pericles of Shakspeare ; and there is one 
circumstance in connection with this question that has never been suffici- 
ently attended to. The agreement between Bevilage and Street the car- 
penter, for the original construction of the Globe Theatre, is dated 22nd 
December, 1593, so that the building could not have been commenced 
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until 1594. How long it took to finish it is not known; but, in Hens- 
lowe’s Diary there is an account beginning 3rd of June, 1594, and ending 
15th Nov. 1596, by which it appears that the Lord Admiral’s players, 
and the Lord Chamberlain's players, (to which company Shakspcare be- 
longed,) during that interval played together at the Theatre in Newington 
Butts. Whether tliey acted jointly on the same days, or severally on dif- 
ferent days, we cannot determine, but Henslowe’s entries are of daily re- 
ceipts on his part, as if he were entitled to a share of “the takings,” 
whatever company performed.— Memoirs of Edward Alleyn, actor, by 
J. P. Collier. The above work, which is just published, will be found 
highly interesting to those who delight in the literature connected with 
the early annals of the stage. 
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Fashiona>»ie Lounges. 

To the Editor of The Theatrical Observer, 

Dear Mr. Eprror, [ address you from Goopr’s European Cigar Divan and 
Chess Room, 39, Ludgate Hill, having just popt in to take a cup of Coffee, whiff 
a true Havannah, kill an hour over one or two of the Morning and Evening VPa- 
pers—skim the Magazines—play a guine of Chess, and one of Billlards—delightful 
and elegant place Just wish to mention, that Pve arranged so as to rub shoul- 
ders with my fricnds, and the fashionable world, at one or other of the Grand 
Lounges about town :— 

Monday, stroll to Mavamr Tussaun’s elegant Exhibition, Golden Corinthian 
Saloon, Baker Street, Portman Square.—Just added to her unrivalled collection, 
full length figures of the Archbishop of York, the Lord Bishop of London, the 
Marquis of Londonderry, Lord Palmerston, Mehemet Ali, in costume, and Paga- 
nini; also splendid figures of Mier Majesiy, the Queen, Prince Albert in his mili- 
tary costume, and the group of John Knox reproving Mary Queen of Scots. 

Tuesday, pay a visit to the Somerset Gallery, 151, Strand, next door to Somer- 
set House, to see a most wonderful Exhibition, The Industrious Fleas. They 
dance, ride, drive a four-in-hand, fight, and in fact do everything in first rate 
style, exciting the admiration of all present. By the bye, this is Signor Bertolotto’s 
Exhibition, that has been exhibited for the last eight years. 

Wednesday, go to the Cosmoruma Looms, 209, Regent Street, to view the new 
and beautiful views now exhibiting here; they are of the most interesting deserip- 
tion, and deserve the patronage they receive. 

In my way from the Theatre, drop into the Harmonie Meeting, held at Evans’s 
Grand Hotel, King Street, Covent Garden, quite delighted with the excellence of 
the singing—commences every evening at ten o'clock. When Mrs. P. is out of 
town, stay a weck, and only pay a guinea for bed and breakfast. I’m always to 
be found on Saturday, at half-past five, at the Convivial Dinner held here. 

Mr. Editor, have you seen the wonderful Phantasmagoria Lantern of Davis 
BrotuErs, Opticians to the Royal Family and inventors of Prince Albert’s Walking 
Stick, 33, New Bond-street,—most amusing.—price 2/. 15s. Must recommend their | 
four guinea Double Opera Glasses—they are of the most astonishing power, shew- 
every object with delightful effect—The address is Davis Brothers, 33, New Bond-st. 

Thursday, called at EmMeTT’s, 27, Holborn Hill, to view his Novel Pen Maker, 
by which any one can make a superior Pen in less than one minute! also his im- | 
proved Needle Threader, to enable Ladies, whose sight is impaired to thread their 
needles with the greatest ease—a most ingenious contrivance, | 

“Why is one of Prerrinc’s Beavers like the Queen’s first head dress ?”—“ Be- 
cause it is a Crown that sits lightly on the head of the wearer—one that will last 
through tumult and tempest, and though it may re?gn for ever, can never be in- 
jured.”—Try Perring’s Hats, not to be equalled for cheapness, lightness, and 
durability, at 21s. each.— 85, Strand. 

“ All good spirits come to my Beck,” at his Dr. Johnson’s Tavern, Bolt Court, 
Fleet Street,—where you meet excellent company—capital fare at fuir prices—de- 
lightful singing—(commences every evening at a quarter to nine,) cigars, billiards, 
good beds, and an enticing bill of fare. | 

Saturday, I examine Miss Liywoon’s curious Needle Work, Leicester Square— 
lately added other beautiful specimens of her art.—But 1 intrude—beg pardon— 

Your’s, &c.—PAUL PRY. 
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Theatre Royal, Covent Garden. 


This Evening, (13th Time) a a New Comedy, in Five Acts, entitled 


LON DON 
ASSURANCE. 


The Scenery by the Messrs: GRIEVE. 

The Decorations and Appointments by Mr. W. BRADWELL. 
Sir Harcourt Courtly, Bart. Mr W. FARREN, 
Max Harkaway, Esq. ........ .-» Mr BARTLEY, 
Mr Charles Courtly, Mr ANDERSON, 

Mr Adolphus Spanker ........00... Mr KEELEY, 
Mr Dazzle..... MrCHARLES MA'THEWS, 
Mark Meddle, Mr HARLEY, 

Cool, Mr BRINDAL, Isaacs, Mr W. H. PAYNE, 
Martin, Mr AYLIFFE, Simpson, Mr HONNER, 
James, Mr COLLETT, 

Servants, Messrs. IRELAND and GARDINER, 
Grace Harkaway, Madame VESTRIS, 


Lady Gay Spanker...... eeeees Mrs NISBETT, 
Pert, Mrs HUMBY. 


Previous to the Comedy, the Band will perform the 
Overture to a ‘s Zanetta,” a Auber 
Leader, Mr. HUGHES. 














To conclude with, GAY’s 


Begegar’s Opera ! 


Period of the Opera, 1728. 
The Player, MrWIGAN, ‘I hebeggar, MrGRANBY 
Captain Macheath, Mr W. ‘HARRISON, 
rr Mr F. MATTHEWS 


Lockit, Mr BARTLEY, 
PE Sacciuesccacacesernnacuas . Mr HARLEY, 


Mat o’ the Mint, Mrs. JONES, 
I obs kone dg aecnakaanen Mr KERRIDGE, 
Mrs Peachum, Mrs C. JONES, 
Polly Peachom «......-.00+. Miss RAINFORTH, 
Lucy Lockit, Mrs HUMBY, 


Mrs Coaxer, Mrs Emben, JennyDiver, MissJackson 
To conclude with 


A DANCE BY THE CHARACTERS, | 


To- -morrow, ‘London Assurance, and The Critic. 





Theatre Royal, Drury Lane. 


GERMAN OPERA. 


This Evening, Beethoven’s grand Opera of | 


FIDELIO! | 


DonFernando.( Minister of State)\HerrHERMANNS, 
Don Pizarro, Herr SESSELMANN, 
Florestan....(a Prisoner)....Herr HAITZINGER, 
Rocco, (the Jailor) Herr MELLINGER, 











Jaquino ...... (Door-keeper)...... Herr SEYLER, 
Captain, Herr FROITZHEIM, 
Ri CF an nw ks ccs svesans comes .. Herr HESSE, 


Leonore, (Fidelio) Madame 8S. HEINEFETTER, 
Marcelline. (Jailor’s Daughter) Mad. MICHALESI. 


Soldiers, Prisoners, Populace, &c., §c. by 
The following powerful Chorus. 


Under the Direction of Herr BAERWOLF. 


Mesdames Baumann, Derrst, Vasen, Stoeger. 

Demoiselles Barg, Basse, Cnoss, Dannecker, Goetz, 
Fromborn, Daun, Chrest, Graf, Gallo, Herbold, 
Hornung, Kercher, Kramer, Heyne, Michalesi, 
Mathes, Pichler, Schunck, Seyler, Wagner, Weil, 
Theone, Theuer, &c. &c, ] 

Herrs Bensch, Bernard, Cronauer, Chrest, Darossi, 
Ersfeld, Fruhling, Gliomann, Gebkardt, Gulden- 
berg, Hasterick, Hartig. Heese, Heyne, Haase, 
Heckmanns, Herbold, Sen., Herbold, Jun., Koeh, 
Hoffmam, Culdenberg, Hasterick, &c. &c. | 





THE ORCHESTRA, 
On a Grand Scale, directed by Herr GANZ. 
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